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October 2019 Issue  

 
 

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular FranciscanOrder 
Newsletter 

 
 

Apostolates: 
 

upcoming monthly nursing home visits: 
 

The Estates at Lynnhurst 
471 W. Lynnhurst Ave,  St Paul, MN 55104 

Third Wednesdays: October 16th  6:30pm 
 

Little Sisters of the Poor 
330 Exchange St. South,  St Paul, MN 55102 

Fourth Thursdays: October 24th  6:30pm 
 

 
 

Br Pio King – 10/22 
Mary Marshall – 11/4 

Br Didacus Gottsacker – 11/7 
Fr Seraphim Wirth – 11/12 

 

Our newsletter is published monthly by the 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Eugene Krentz, OFS (952-288-8263)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Eileen Moore, OFS (612-721-1198) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp (651-675-9286) 

Special Thanks to all who helped our 
Fraternity to make the Regional Fall 

Gathering a great success! 
 
Meetings: located at Queen of Peace Friary 

1289 Lafond Ave, St Paul, MN 55104 
 

October Council Meeting: 
Sunday, October 6th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

(note change of date) 
The Council animates the Fraternity 

 

Initial Formation: 
Friday, October 25th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

Text: The Franciscan Journey 
Chapter 13 “Encounters with Christ” 

 

Regular Fraternity Meeting: 
Friday, November 1st 

(All Saints Day) 
 

Business meeting – 6:30pm 
Commemoration of our deceased  

 

Franciscan Holy Hour for World Peace – 7:00pm 
followed by refreshments and social time. 

 

Treats: John, Karen, Robin 
 

Council Elections: 8:30 – 9:30pm 
Presided by Mona Wolney, Region Secretary 

 

November Council Meeting: 
Sunday, November 10th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

 

The Council animates the Fraternity 
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MEETING MINUTES – September 6th      
 

The meeting was held in the lower level. 
Professed: Brenda Berry, Jeremiah Blume, Robin 
Donner, Heidi Giebel, Jerry Giebel, Anne Keller, 
Jeannie Kratzer, Eugene Krentz, Eileen Moore, Will 
Moore, Chuck Roach, John Rosensteel, Helen Rush, 
Steve Smith. 
Candidates: Nini Milbrath, Karen Nelson, Scott 
Rooney. 
Affiliates: Debbie Watson. 
Spiritual Assistant: Br John Mary Kaspari. 
Visitors: Thom Brown, Dean Cummings, Mike 
Daraitis, Veronica Giebel (baby), Ken Haycraft, 
Laurel Haycraft, Br Pio King, Paula Kneeland, 
Michael Latawiec, Grace Louks. 
 

(Members, thank you for notifying the Council  
if you are unable to attend.) 

 

Opening: Steve lead us in opening prayer.  
Robin shared a reflection on Article 16 of the Rule. 
(See page 3) 
 
The Minutes from the August meeting were 
approved.  
 
Financial Report (Robin): 
 

August Checking Starting Balance:   $489.55 
August Common Fund collection   +230.00 
August Checking Ending Balance:            $719.55 
 

August Savings Balance:    $512.62 
  

The financial report was approved. 
 

Member news: Brenda shared updates and prayer 
requests from those who are unable to attend (see 
page 4). Thank you to Brenda and Debbie for 
making a Holy Hour of Adoration on behalf of all in 
the Fraternity and the Franciscan Brothers of Peace. 
 

Formation Report (Jeannie): The Candidates met 
for Initial Formation on Friday, August 23rd. We are 
working to provide sponsors for the Candidates. The 
next meetings are September 27th and October 25th. 
After this evening, our study of The Perfect Joy of 
Saint Francis for Ongoing Formation will resume in 
the new year. 
 
The Brothers’ report (Brother John Mary):  
All are invited to the profession of temporary vows for 
Bros Didacus and Dismas on October 4th. Mass is at 7pm 
at St Patrick Church. A reception follows.  

 

The BBQ in August was a great success. The Brothers 
are thankful for all the help from the Fraternity. There 
were about 500 in attendance. 

• “The Jug Band” was well received 
• Debbie won the raffle for the quilt 

 

Apostolates: 
 

Food Shelf and Homeless ministry: 
Thank you for the donations of food. Hygiene items 
are also needed. The need for these donations is 
ongoing. 
Nursing Home ministry: Join us for our monthly 
Nursing Home Visits and quarterly Bingo.  
Next BINGO on Sunday, September 22nd, 1:30 – 3:00pm  
(Helen, Will, Eugene, Anne and Michael plan to help.) 
 
Region and Community Events:  
 

Registration forms were passed out for the Fall 
Gathering at St Bonaventure on Saturday, 
September 14th, with Fr Seraphim Wirth, fbp.  
Thanks to all who have signed up to help.  
 

Sunday, September 15th: Day of Reflection / pot 
luck, 2pm at Our Lady of Consolation in Prior Lake. 
 

Thursday, October 3rd, Transitus of Saint 
Francis, 7pm at St Bonaventure’s. 
 

Friday, October 4th, Feast of Saint Francis,  
7pm Mass and profession of vows at St Patrick 
Church, 1095 Desoto St, St Paul, MN 55130 
(no Fraternity meeting that evening) 
 

Men’s silent Retreat, Oct 18th – 20th 
Friends of Francis Retreat, Oct 25th – 27th 

at Franciscan Retreats in Prior Lake 
16385 Saint Francis Lane - Prior Lake, MN 55372 

https://franciscanretreats.net 
 

Our Council elections are scheduled for 
Friday, November 1st. 
 

Ongoing Formation: After social time, we broke 
into 3 groups to reflect on the Sunday readings and 
Chapter 13 of The Perfect Joy of Saint Francis. 
Thank you to Will, Jerry, and Jeannie for 
facilitating. 
 

Closing: We closed with the “Prayer for OFS 
Leadership” in light of our upcoming elections in 
November (see page 4). 
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Rule Sharing Reflection  
by Robin Donner 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
Rule 16: Let them esteem work both as a gift 
and as a sharing in the creation, redemption, 
and service of the human community. 
 
Somewhere in the Bible, it says that “you 
shall earn your living by the sweat of your 
brow”. That can be taken in either a positive 
or a negative sense. In the negative sense, it 
means that getting up and going to work 
every morning is a burden and a punishment. 
In a positive sense, it can mean that going to 
work every day can be done out of gratitude 
and a sense of purpose. As the Jesuits teach, 
it is a matter of finding God in all things. 
Even going to work every day can be a 
means of service to God. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Friends of Francis Retreat 
at Franciscan Retreats in Prior Lake 
16385 Saint Francis Lane - Prior Lake, MN 55372 

 
7:30pm Friday, October 25th   

to 12:30pm Sunday, October 27th, 2019 
Mary Magdalene as the Model of Easter Faith 

Presented by Father Steve McMichael 
 

https://franciscanretreats.net/friends-of-francis-retreat/ 
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
(message from Karen Nelson) 

 

 
Article by Scott Rooney 
 
Prayer 🙏 = Power 
 
       Especially is these Times  
 
      I heard a quote from a friend of mine, a 
quote about the importance of having a regular 
prayer life. His quote was, “A soul that refuses 
to pray to Jesus is like someone becoming a 
paralytic.” Referring to spiritual paralytic, this 
person cannot grow or move closer to God 
without the power of prayer. Prayer always 
equals power.  
      As Catholics we believe, I know, that our 
Lady of Peace plays a vital role in bringing 
souls to her Redeeming Son. She 
wholeheartedly trusted her life to the Holy 
Spirit, and she fully believed that the Heavenly 
Father would provide his only begotten Son into 
her life and her motherly hands. It was grace 
and love that united her and guided her to our 
Lord. That tremendous love and grace is 
awaiting all of us in the sacrament of the 
Eucharist.  
      Proverbs chapter 16 verse three says 
“entrust your works to the Lord, and your plans 
will succeed.” Summing up the gist of why it is 
so important to pray in times like these, I reflect 
on the words of Padre Pio. He states, “stay with 
me Lord for you are my light, and without you, I 
am in darkness.” Lastly, let’s never be troubled 
or worried. The world will always reject the 
spirituality of our Lord but fear not and 
remember, in times like these, we should 
always look back and realize that there has 
always been times like these. 
 
     Mary Queen of Peace, pray for us 
                      AMEN 🙏  
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September - October Prayer requests: 
(thanking God ahead of time) 

• In thanksgiving for a successful Regional Fall 
Gathering on the Feast of the Holy Cross, 
celebrating Saint Francis and his Love for the 
Eucharist 

• That the Lord will provide for all the needs of 
the Franciscan Brothers of Peace and guide all 
their ministries; that the Lord will call whom He 
will to this vocation and guide those in 
discernment and formation 

• In thanksgiving for Brs Dismas and Didacus 
professing their temporary vows 

• For all those who are called to the Secular 
Franciscan vocation - may we all live the 
Gospel life through the intercession of St 
Francis 

• For Karen, Nini and Scott, our OFS Candidates 
in formation 

• For the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the 
election of the new council in November 

• For all those in our fraternity with chronic health 
conditions and/or pain, including: Connie, Mike 
B, Brenda, Janie, Norma, Mike G, Eugene, 
Janet, Helen, Steve, Debbie 

• In thanksgiving that Mike B has been able to 
return to work full time 

• For our families and loved ones who are in 
need of healing, including Br John Mary’s 
parents and Marty Spicer’s wife and son 

• For healing and adequate medical care for 
John’s dad as he awaits his return to his family 

• For the children of St John XXIII fraternity 
members who were run over by a car-jacker 

• For all the special intentions that we hold in the 
silence of our hearts  

• In thanksgiving for the successful Grief to 
Grace program in August.  

• For all those seeking healing and recovery from 
trauma. 

• For all those in treatment for mental illness and 
/ or chemical dependency  

• For healing of broken relationships 
• That our grown children will return to the faith  
• For all those traumatized by recent storms and 

by mass shootings  
• For the conversion of souls 
• For all priests, religious and our Holy Father 
• For peace in our troubled world and for an end 

to racism and religious persecution 

PRAYER FOR OFS LEADERSHIP 
 

Give us, O God, 
leaders whose hearts are large enough 
to match the breadth of our own souls 

and give us souls strong enough 
to follow leaders of vision and wisdom. 

 

In seeking a leader, let us seek 
more than our own enhancement -- 
though enhancement we hope for -- 

more than security for our own plans and vision -- 
though security we need -- 

more than satisfaction for our own selfish wants -- 
though many things we desire. 

 

Give us the hearts to choose and follow the leader 
who will work with other leaders 
to bring Your will to the agenda 

and help us to fulfill it. 
 

Give us leaders 
who lead us to virtue 

without seeking to impose their own version of 
virtue 

on others. 
 

Give us leaders who will 
provide for the advancement 

of our Order 
without dictating to others 

to achieve it. 
 

Give us insight enough ourselves 
to choose as leaders those who can tell 

strength from power, 
growth from greed, 

leadership from dominance, 
and real greatness from the trappings of grandiosity. 

 

We trust you, Great God, 
to open our hearts to learn from those 

to whom you speak in different tongues 
and to respect the life and words 
of those to whom you entrusted 

the good of other parts of this globe. 
 

We beg you, Great God, 
give us the vision as Secular Franciscans 
to know where holy leadership truly lies, 

to pursue it diligently, 
to ask it to respect the integrity of every person 

in the entire Order. 
 

We ask these things, Great God, 
with minds open to your word 

and hearts that trust in your eternal care.  Amen. 
 

Adapted Fr. Kevin Queally, TOR 
from “Prayer for Leadership” 
by Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB 
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Message from the Fraternity Council regarding the November 1st election: 
 
In early August, the Council received the report from the Nominating Committee. Many thanks to 
Mary Makowski, Chuck Roach and Helen Rush for their hard work!  
 
Also, many thanks to all members who participated in the “Sharing and Calling Forth our Gifts” 
process.  
 
As a result of this process, everyone had an opportunity to volunteer themselves or to suggest others 
for various elected and appointed positions. Someone from the nominating committee spoke with 
each member regarding their willingness to serve in the suggested areas.  
 
The result is that there are 6 members who are willing to serve on the 6 elected positions of the 
Council. Some are willing to serve in more than one capacity, however, some positons have only 
one person willing to serve.  
 
Therefore, through the process of elimination: 

• Steve Smith will run for Minister 
• Helen Rush will run for Vice-Minister 
• Jeannie Kratzer will run for Master of Formation  
• Anne Keller will run for Secretary 
• Robin Donner will run for Treasurer 
• Chuck Roach will run for Councilor  
(Chuck is also willing to be our photographer and do the newsletter) 

 
There are several members who are interested in serving on the formation team and in other 
appointed positions. Thank you so much for your willingness! You will be contacted by the new 
Council after the election.  
 
If anyone has changed their mind and would like to run for a position, it is not too late.  
Please contact someone on the Nominating Committee as soon as possible. 
Mary Makowski:  msmarymak@gmail.com 612-599-3085 
Chuck Roach: roach_chuck@yahoo.com  612-801-8990 
Helen Rush:  helenrush@comcast.net  651-644-6147 
 
(We have 18 voting members. It is extremely important that all voting members who are not home-
bound be in attendance on November 1st in order to have a valid election.)
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•  2019	Queen	of	Peace	
REGIONAL FALL GATHERING 
“St	Francis	and	his	Love	for	the	Eucharist”	

Saturday,	September	14th		
	

 
    Fr Seraphim Wirth, fbp 
 

 
   Steve          Fr Seraphim       Br John Mary 
 

 
           Helen, Debbie, Brenda, John, Michael, Br John Mary 
 

         
    Brenda  Anne  Jeannie 
 

 
 

courtesy Gordon Walker Photography 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

Feast of Saint Francis 
Mass of Profession of Temporary Vows 

Friday, October 4th 
 

 
Br Didacus,        Br Dismas,     Br Conrad 

courtesy Anne Keller photography 
 

 
Br John Mary, Br Dismas, Fr Seraphim, Br Didacus 

courtesy Scott Evans photography 
 


